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Art Unit: 3682 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "especially" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See 
MPEP § 2173.05(d). The limitation "the axial support bearing" is an improper indirect 
limitation, as only a "support bearing" has been previously defined. Moreover, it is unclear 
whether the "piston-cylinder unit" is to be claimed in claim 1, since only conditional language 
has been presented, i.e., "when actuated by" and "can be adjusted". Such language does not 
clearly define the metes and bounds of the claim, as it is not clear whether such a piston cylinder 
unit is part of the device, or merely that the support bearing can be acted on by a piston cylinder 
unit. Claim 1 is further vague and confusing due to the use of "whose", without clear reference 
as to what this refers. In line 5 it is not clear which limitation "has a neck extension". 

With respect to claim 2, there is no clear antecedent for "the wall" in line 4. 

With respect to claim 3, the parenthetical subject matter should be deleted from the claim. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Talbot 
(1,986,027). Talbot discloses a device for controlling contact rolls, having a neck (3a) which is 
supported in roller bearings (8) in a bearing support housing (6) of a roll stand, the neck having a 
neck extension (column 2, line 40) which is supported in a support bearing (15, 16, 17), whose 
bearing housing (27) is connected externally (by bolts 28) to the bearing support housing, an 
intermediate housing (14) which is inserted into the bearing housing and cylindrically encloses 
the support bearing, and when actuated by a piston (42) and cylinder (43) unit can be adjustably 
displaced in the bearing housing in the radial direction relative to the axis of the neck extension. 

With respect to claim 2, the piston (42)-cylinder (43) unit shown in Figure 1 consists of 
an internal cylindrical recess (inner surface of cylinder 43), which extends radially relative to the 
axis of the bearing housing enclosing the intermediate housing, and a floating piston (42) which 
can be displaced in the cylindrical recess and actuated by a hydraulic medium. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Talbot. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the roll mounting such that the teaching of hydraulically actuated secondary bearings 
are utilized with hydraulic oil film bearings, because the use of oil film bearings in roll mills in 
notoriously old and well known, the teachings of Talbot being equally applicable to such oil film 
bearings, such as to minimize the bearing play in the oil film bearing. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas R. Hannon whose telephone number is (571) 272-7104. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (8:30-7:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Thomas R. Hannon 
Primary Examiner 
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